Institutional vicarious liability for physicians: have we reached the tipping point?
Historically, physicians were solely responsible for patient care, whereas hospitals merely provided equipment and nursing staff. Despite significant changes in the doctor-hospital relationship, Canadian courts maintain that physicians are independent contractors. This article explores whether proposals to tie remuneration to performance, increased board or management involvement in privileging, and shared accountability for quality between physicians, boards, and other providers will prompt the courts to shift to hospital vicarious liability for physician negligence.